There is a good practical guide on the selection, sizing, and confirmation of the placement of doublelumen tubes, including photographs through a fibreoptic bronchoscope. One shortcoming in the description of the management of empyema and lung abscess is the failure to recommend positioning of the affected segments lowermost during induction. They do however stress the importance of quickly isolating the affected lung using a double-lumen tube.
Postoperative Management includes a detailed discussion on post thoracotomy complications, the operating principles of under water seal drains and a section on postoperative pain management. In fibreoptic bronchoscopy there is no mention made of the technique of fibreoptic bronchoscopy through a laryngeal mask airway, a minimally invasive technique commonly used in Australia, but presumably not in common practice overseas.
Each chapter is comprehensively referenced, some chapters running to 300 references. The book is A4 size and 400 pages. This makes it briefcase friendly and for most anaesthetists would be a one-stop reference for any information they would require on thoracic anaesthesia.
B North American authors with expertise in different fields dealing with pain management problems have developed a comprehensive text for pain specialists and fellows in pain medicine preparing for the American specialty board examinations.
Part 1 considers the history of pain medicine, the anatomy and physiology of pain pathways, the taxonomy of pain syndromes, and the education and training of pain personnel. The basic anatomy and physiology is there but it does not mention more recent discoveries such as the spino-hypothalamic or the descending facilitatory paths. The role of glial cells in the modulation of pain is not cited. In the taxonomy of pain syndromes, the concept of "when does acute pain become chronic" is not adequately addressed. The neurobiology of pain requires an updated chapter.
Part 2 discusses "Acute Pain Syndromes" in medical diseases (arthritis, sickle cell disease, haemophilia, pancreatitis), trauma, surgery and obstetrics. In the chapter on "Surgery", more emphasis needs to be made on the importance of epidural catheter placement (thoracic versus lumbar), the length of epidural infusions following major thoracic or abdominal surgery, the technique of patient controlled epidural analgesia (though this is referred to in a later chapter) and the step-down from this, and the use of adjuvants such as low dose adrenaline, clonidine, or ketamine. In the chapter on "Obstetrics", it is stated that "ketorolac is a relatively new NSAID" and no reference is made of the COX-2 inhibitors. The use of caffeine in post dural puncture headaches is not even mentioned. Part 3 deals with "Chronic Pain Syndromes" that include nociceptive, neuropathic and visceral pain, cancer pain and other pain syndromes such as coccydynia. In the chapter on "Nociceptive Pain", suspected nerve root and spinal cord compression should have strictly been included under neuropathic pain. In the chapter on "Neuropathic Pain", methods of evaluation are mentioned but evidence from randomized controlled trials especially with regards to pharmacotherapy are not stipulated. The chapter on "Visceral Pain" is one of the best chapters in the book emphasizing the viscero-somatic convergence. In "Cancer Pain", more weight should be given to the use of secondary analgesics.
Part 4 considers the "Evaluation and Investigation of Pain Patients" and "Diagnostic Tools available for Pain Management". This includes history and physical examination, psychological, functional and disability evaluation and pain measurement. The problem of systemic absorption of local anaesthetics in differential neural blockade is ignored. No mention is made of new pain imaging techniques such as positron emission tomography and functional magnetic resonance imaging or the use of punch biopsies of the skin in neuropathic pain.
Part 5 on "Modalities of Pain Management" covers the interventional techniques (physical and pharmacological), the psychological and physical therapy techniques and alternative and palliative medicine. But drug interactions are not covered. It would have also been useful to describe the techniques of nerve mapping and the use of a nerve stimulator with unipolar needles and a conducting tip to locate nerves and insert catheters. In the current medicolegal environment, the chapter on "Central Nerve Blocks" should have discussed the risk of epidural abscess. Also neglected was the proper preparation of the patient before any interventional procedure. The chapter entitled "Epidural Steroid Injections" includes a concise summary of the controversy surrounding their use, but the technique of transforaminal corticosteroid injections of the nerve root sleeve is omitted. The section on radio frequency neurolysis omits the use of intradiscal electrothermal annuloplasty for small disc tears and herniations. The chapter on "Psychologic Techniques" is far too brief to adequately stress its importance in the biopsychosocial approach in pain medicine. With the increasing burden of chronic illness, the chapter on "Home Care" represents a worthy addition. The chapter on 'Palliative Medicine' needs to be extended to include all the care of all terminal patients (those with HIV/AIDS, respiratory cripples, etc).
Part 6 includes paediatric and geriatric pain, and other issues pertinent to pain medicine (quality assurance, economics, ethics, regulatory issues and the legal system), but "Pediatric Pain" has not been updated in this edition. As pain medicine is "in a phase of rapid growth", the chapter on "Quality Assurance" is essential to ensure "superior patient care". Spiraling costs and the corporate business of healthcare highlight the relevance of the "Economics of Pain Medicine". "Regulatory Issues affecting Pain Medicine" looks at these issues with respect to United States and emphasizes the integration of pain medicine into training programs and into the global rehabilitation plan for the surgical patient. In "Pain Medicine and the Legal system", the importance of accuracy and thoroughness in record taking is stressed. Finally, "Ethical Issues in Pain Management" begs expansion on patient's rights, autonomy and best interests, and the more controversial issues in pain medicine (such as the use of placebo analgesia and euthanasia).
This book summarizes the core knowledge clinicians need to diagnose and manage acute and chronic pain syndromes, but the text lacks depth and omits many advances. This is reflected by the numerous outdated references. There is a definite need for a more evidence-based approach.
Several chapters are followed by American Boardstyle multiple choice questions with answers and there are also two hundred multiple-choice questions with answers.
This book is reasonably priced. Weaknesses aside, it is recommended as a quick synopsis for revision for trainees in pain medicine. Textbook of Neuroanaesthesia and Critical Care presents an overview of the field as seen from Cambridge prior to 1999. It has the feel of a series of registrar tutorials expanded for publication. This shows as an in-house style of anaesthesia with its intellectual underpinnings, but some of the techniques suggested may not be applicable in other settings.
It is divided into sections, from the basics of anatomy and pharmacology related to neuroanaesthesia to a review of trauma, neurosurgical intensive care and anaesthesia for neuro-imaging. Because of the attempt to cover such a wide field each section is necessarily truncated.
Many references are dated, probably due to the delay required between writing and its appearance in Australia. This is seen particularly in the chapter on aneurysm surgery where the recommendations on the timing of surgery are too conservative in the light of recent publications on the necessity of prompt surgery.
The illustrations are of high quality and add usefully to the text, but there is an unfortunate duplication of a CT scan which makes the reviewer wonder about the quality of the editing.
Overall this is a basic registrar text suitable for hospital libraries, but at the published price cannot be recommended for the individual anaesthetist.
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One mark of a new medical text is to open it randomly and measure how quickly knowledge is gained as one reads. While it is true that comfort may be gained by revisiting familiar accounts of old diseases, better pleasure is obtained in the opening of new vistas. If books are good for the mind, then Uncommon Problems in Intensive Care is sustenance of a high energy density indeed.
The formula is simple, alphabetically arranged subjects of diverse category making for easy reference. The cleverness lies in the dissection. Not only has a huge overburden of common knowledge been
